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THOUSANDS TAKE PART IN HISTORIC PARALYTIC DAY CELEBRATIONS AT THE
HEART OF PARIS
ON OCTOBER 8TH AT HSTORIC PLACE BASTILLE

Paris, Washington DC, 19.10.2022, 21:41 Time

USPA NEWS - On Saturday 8 October 2022, tens of thousands of people came together to celebrate the first Paralympic Day,
organised jointly by the Organising Committee for the Olympic and Paralympic Games Paris 2024, the Ministry of Sport and the
Olympic and Paralympic Games, the French Paralympic and Sports Committee (CPSF) and the City of Paris. 

PARALYMPIC GAMES TOOK THE PLACE DE LA BASTILLE
At the iconic Place de la Bastille, in the heart of Paris the participants - young and old, with family or among friends – were able to try
Paralympic disciplines and Para sports. They were also able to watch the sporting feats of more than 160 Paralympic athletes such
as Sandrine Martinet in Para judo (silver medallist and flag bearer of the French team at Tokyo 2020), Nelia Barbosa in Para canoe
(silver medallist at Tokyo 2020), Arnaud Assoumani in Para athletics (three-time medallist at Athens 2004, Beijing 2008 and London
2012), Perle Bouge in Para rowing (silver medallist at London 2012 and bronze medallist at Rio 2016), Maxime Valet in wheelchair
fencing (bronze medallist at Rio 2016), Marie Patouillet in Para cycling (track world champion and double medallist at Tokyo
2020), Alexis Hanquinquant in Para triathlon (gold medallist at Tokyo 2020), and Benjamin Daviet in Para Nordic skiing (Paralympic
champion at PyeongChang 2018 and Beijing 2022, and flag bearer for the French team at Beijing 2022). They were also joined by
Olympic champions Martin Fourcade and Florent Manaudou, all Para sports fans 

SPORTING FEATS AND PERFORMANCES
In a sporting and festive atmosphere, the Place de la Bastille was transformed into a vast open-air playground for Paralympic Day.
Throughout the afternoon, the three sports fields set up for the occasion hosted high-level sports demonstrations.  
Markus Rehm, three-time Paralympic champion in the long jump (T64) at London 2012, Rio 2016 and Tokyo 2020, amazed the
spectators with a jump of 8,04m. He was joined by Greece’s Stélios Malakopoulos, world record holder in the long jump (T62) with
7,04m and Arnaud Assoumani, world record holder in (T46/T47) with 7,58m, multi-medallist in long jump and triple jump at the
Paralympic Games of Athens, Beijing, London and Rio. During the day, sports federations organised activities and introductions to 15
Paralympic sports: wheelchair basketball, boccia, blind football, wheelchair fencing, Para athletics, Para rowing, Para badminton,
Para judo, Para table tennis, wheelchair tennis, Para-triathlon and sitting volleyball. Paralympic Day proved to be very exciting for the
participants, who also had the opportunity to try out other Para sports that are not part of the official Paralympic Games programme,
such as wheelchair BMX, wheelchair handball, Para climbing and showdown. Maxine Eouzan, former acrobatic gymnastics champion
and Michaël Jérémiasz, Paralympic wheelchair tennis champion and gold medallist in doubles at the Beijing 2008 Paralympic Games,
provided the entertained on the main stage, located around the July column in the centre of the Place de la Bastille. They were joined
by athletes who took turns to demonstrate Para sports. Artus performed comedy sketches and Fauve Hautot and Sami El
Gueddari performed dance routines. Bboy Haiper, aka Youssef Mecheri, and Bboy Caesar, aka Samy Barkia, dazzled the crowd with
a sensational breakdance show as did acrobat Karim Randé. The accessibility of the event has been thought out down to the last
detail to allow as many people as possible to enjoy the day to the full: the translation of speeches into sign language, the reception of
people with special needs for orientation to the different areas and the provision of wheelchairs.

TONY ESTANGUET PRESIDENT OF PARIS 2024 THINKS "A WHOLE GENERATION WILL BE IMPACTED BY THE
PARALYMPIC GAMES"
Tony Estanguet, President of Paris 2024: “It was a pleasure to bring the public together today in Paris for the first Paralympic Day. The
Paralympic athletes have impressed us with their performances. In the build up to 2024, we will continue to put these amazing athletes
in the spotlight to build passion for Para sports in the hearts of the French people. This day reinforces my conviction that there will be a
before and after 2024 for Para sport and wider disability issues in France. A whole generation will be impacted by the Paralympic
Games." 
Andrew Parsons, President of the International Paralympic Committee: “It was a fantastic experience to be part of the first Paralympic
Day in the heart of the French capital. With more than 150 Para athletes in attendance showcasing their sporting skills and some



tremendous activations by the partners, Paralympic Day showed to the public that the Paris 2024 Paralympics will be Games Wide
Open.” 

Marie-Amélie Lefur, President of the French Paralympic and Sports Committee: "We are at a turning point in our history! Such
commitment from so many stakeholders around an event solely dedicated to the Paralympics is a first. Our movement is now
being watched, enjoyed and supported, and this is a strong message two years before the Paralympic Games! This day was an
opportunity to make a step further in telling the story of our athletes, raising awareness and engaging with the French people through
athletes' performances. I am convinced that Paralympic Day will not just be a temporary event but will find its place in the calendar of
major events.” 
Anne Hidalgo, Mayor of Paris: "Paralympic Day was an opportunity for Parisians to meet the Paralympic champions. They were able
to learn about Para sports and adapted sports in a festive atmosphere, thanks to the activities of the sports movement and the
Parisian para-sports clubs. This day marks a key moment in the countdown to the Paris 2024 Games, which will give concrete
expression to the commitments of a city that has been completely transformed: more beautiful, more pleasant and more accessible.” 

AMELIE OUDEA CASTREA MINISTER FOR SPORT & OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC GAMES : "The Place de la Bastille was once
again the scene of a revolutionary event. Perfectly in tune with the achievements of our Paralympic athletes, we are encouraging all of
our fellow citizens to add more sport to their lives, especially the 48% of people with disabilities who do not yet have access to it. The
Paralympic Games, hosted by France for the first time in its history, will also be a unique opportunity to change the way people look at
disability. We look forward to 2024". 
Jean-Christophe Combe, Minister for Solidarity, Autonomy and Persons with Disabilities: "In the heart of Paris on Saturday, we
celebrated, met and sometimes discovered Para sports and Paralympic athletes. It was a great success! More than ever, we are all
behind our athletes for the organisation of these Games, which will be a great opportunity to promote sport for all and with all! In two
years, the eyes of the whole world will be focused on France, and I know that I can count on our Olympic and Paralympic athletes to
be the ambassadors of the values of inclusion and tolerance which we are all committed to today!” 

CLEMENT BEAUNE, DEPUTY MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT : “Hosting the first Paralympic Day in the heart of Paris and our
history, on the Place de la Bastille, is a strong symbol and commitment: that of federative and accessible Olympic and Paralympic
Games. We will be committed to this every day until the summer of 2024 and to the legacy of these Games.”
Geneviève Darieussecq,Minister Delegate for the Disabled, attached to the Minister for Solidarity, Autonomy and the Disabled: "What
better way to kick off the Paralympic Games than with this great celebration in the heart of Paris? The athletes are more motivated
than ever! We will be by their side to allow them to shine and to offer the Paralympics all the light it deserves.” 

VALERIE PECRESSE PRESIDENT OF THE ILE DE FRANCE REGION : "This first Paralympic Day once again demonstrated our
ambition to change the way people look at disability and to change attitudes by allowing people to meet our wonderful athletes with
their exceptional and inspiring stories, performances and backgrounds during this sporting and festive occasion. Hosting the
Paralympic Games for the first time in Île-de-France is a source of immense pride and a collective commitment to leaving a strong and
lasting legacy for people with disabilities. It is in this perspective that the Region is doing everything possible on a daily basis to
provide access to sport and to develop sport for all while offering support to its Paralympic athletes in their preparation. Because
successful Games are successful Paralympic Games.” 
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