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Tehn Aten – The Golden City
Discovered This Day 2021

Luxor, Egypt, 08.04.2022, 05:52 Time

USPA NEWS - A settlement that was buried beneath the sand for thousands of years, and eluded archaeologists for centuries, is
believed to be one of the largest ancient Egyptian cities ever unearthed. 

The site was discovered by a stroke of good luck when archaeologists began searching for the mortuary temple of the boy pharaoh
Tutankhamen (r. ca. 1336–1327 B.C.) along the west bank of the Nile in Luxor. What they found instead was a well-preserved urban
settlement filled with houses, streets, and walls, some of which still stand 10 feet tall. Hieroglyphic inscriptions indicate the city was
called tehn Aten, or “dazzling” Aten, and that it was founded by Tutankhamen's grandfather Amenhotep III (r. ca. 1390–1352 B.C.). “I
call this the ‘Golden City’ because it dates to the reign of Amenhotep III, which was the golden age of ancient Egypt,” says project
director Zahi Hawass.

Aten was Egypt’s main administrative and industrial center. The city’s remarkable state of preservation is providing researchers with
an unprecedented view of life there more than 3,000 years ago. Although only about one-third of the site has been excavated thus far,
archaeologists have uncovered houses containing everyday objects including ceramic vessels, children’s dolls, and limestone gaming
pieces. They have also identified bakeries, kitchens, and other areas associated with food production, as well as a vessel containing
more than 20 pounds of dried meat prepped by a butcher named Luwy. There are also workshops that produced mud-bricks and
decorative amulets, and a residential and administrative neighborhood that was encircled by distinctive zigzag walls. Scholars do not
yet understand why Aten fell into decline, but it may have been abandoned when Amenhotep III’s son, Akhenaten (r. ca. 1349–1336
B.C.), moved the Egyptian capital from Luxor to Amarna, 250 miles away.

Thank you for reading my article. These are merely my thoughts and insights based on the facts. I use only verified sources. No fake
news here. I write about a variety of subjects, mainly things I want to research and know more about. You can check out my website –
Small Village Life at smallvillagelife.com, where I share useful articles and news.

Wendy writes for the United States Press Agency and is a former columnist with the Fulton County Expositor, Wauseon, Ohio.
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