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CANADA AND TIMISKAMING FIRST NATION WORKING TOGETHER
RELATIONSHIPS WITH INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

PARIS - DUHAMEL-OUEST QC, 07.07.2019, 07:18 Time

USPA NEWS - The Government is committed to Reconciliation and Renewed Relationships with Indigenous Peoples, based on a
Recognition of Rights, Respect, Co-Operation, and Partnership.

The Government is committed to Reconciliation and Renewed Relationships with Indigenous Peoples, based on a Recognition of
Rights, Respect, Co-Operation, and Partnership. On July 5, the Minister of Environment and Climate Change and Minister responsible
for Parks Canada, Catherine McKenna, announced the Signing of an Agreement between the Government of Canada and the
Timiskaming First Nation, to establish a Trust to co-manage the Obadjiwan-Fort Témiscamingue National Historic Site. In the Spirit of
this New Agreement, Obadjiwan has been added to the Name of the Historic Site.

Through this Agreement, the Government of Canada will transfer 50% of the Ownership of the National Historic Site into a Trust to
better represent Indigenous History. Co-Ownership will help protect Indigenous History and Culture and enable the Timiskaming First
Nation to be directly involved in the management of the National Historic Site. With this New Agreement and Name, the Site will now
better reflect 6,500 years of Indigenous Land Use and Occupation in Obadjiwan and the Surrounding Area of Lake Temiskaming.

A Board of Trustees will be appointed to administer the Trust. The Trustees will provide Advice and may make Decisions regarding
the Planning and Management of the Historic Site. Parks Canada is pleased to continue working with the Timiskaming First Nation, as
well as with other Indigenous Communities wishing to celebrate the Contributions of Indigenous Cultures, Traditions, and Customs in
the History of the Obadjiwan-Fort Témiscamingue National Historic Site. Canada and the Timiskaming First Nation will be Partners in
conserving the Important History and Culture of the Obadjiwan-Fort Témiscamingue National Historic Site and sharing the Stories of
this Special Place with Canadians and the World. 

- QUICK FACTS

* In the Anishnabe language, Obadjiwan means "where the water rises in the rapids."

* The Board of Trustees will be made up of eight representatives, four appointed by Parks Canada and four by the Obadjiwan
Corporation, which, in turn, will designate one of its members to be Chair.

* A new Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada plaque will eventually be unveiled.

* Through the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, the Government of Canada commemorates the important people -
including the invaluable contributions of Indigenous peoples - the places and the events which have shaped our country to help
Canadians connect with their past.

* The Obadjiwan-Fort Témiscamingue National Historic Site bears special witness to the Indigenous presence going back more than
6,500 years and to the area's history as a place where the commercial rivalries of the fur traders were played out over a 200-year
period. This old trading post is central to the history of the vast Témiscamingue region. 

* The Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada has taken steps to increase the number of Indigenous designations under the
National Program of Historical Commemoration. To date, there are 144 national historic sites that commemorate Indigenous themes,
and 66 Indigenous people and 58 Indigenous events that have been designated as having national historic significance.
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